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Gentlemen, RD : 
THE Bills from © [bn Booker ſtuck 
"Wm poſts the laſt Lords day, are 
ſcandalous impudent lyes. T HE BLOO- 
 DYeALMANACK was licenſed, and 
, Publiſhed as an Abſtract of the Lord 
\ NAPIE R. And Bookers Almanask 


\ 1643. had theſe very words, Reade the 
parapbraſticall Expoſution , and hiſtorical 
*Application of the learned Napier upon the 
4. of the Revelations. ---- | am of the ſame 
Opinion , with the noble Napier in h1s plain 
diſcovery, ec. But this Almanackemaker , 
1s to be credited as much as one of the 
Countrey Gipſes, by wiſe men. 

Decemb. 24, H, WALKER, 

1647. Oy 
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REMONSTRANCE 
Of che Commons of England 


T@ THE | 
Houſe of Commons aſſembled in Parliament, 
Preferred to them by the hands of their 


SPuAr ER, 


ox Rejuwdge us not, wepray you , becanſe the title of this paper is a Re- 
9 monſtrance, »0s 4 Petition ; the matter will be the ſame, though the | 
2\ forme differ. E 
Y TWeſcndibis (whatſoever yewill call it) tothe Honourable Houſe of 
Z Commons, who are the repreſentative Body of the whole Commons of ' 
IF England, and we deſire to preſent it by you, who are the Speaker of that | 
EY CERID SOA Co 
| The cud of our defire is Peace, and we hope we ſhall not erre inthe way, when we intreate you | 
18 beour Mediator. M-fter Speaker, all tht we deſire of you, is ra deliver this 1 the Houſe, | 
i0 procurt it io beyead, and to obtain as guod ay anſwer unto ws, 45 yon 1w4y. | 
And now we addreſſe vur ſelves to the hononrable Hauſe it ſelfe. | 


V \/Henbs Parliament was called (after {everall unhappy breaches of ſome former) } 
we comforted ourſfdves with a hope of a redrefſe of all our grievances,and we made! 
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choice of you for our Xxights, (,tizens, and Burgeſſes,to ſerve forns there,and we did put our | 
confidence in ou, and we doubt not but you according to our truſt without any by-reſpedt, | 
| will ſtudy onely the peace and your of the Kingdome, and we cannot be yet out of hope, but : 
that ye will performe in the end. « 
But you mult not take it amifle, if as perſons grieved, we tellyou where our gricfes lic. And 
' ts prepare our Cure the better, we muſt deſire you to callto your remembrances : | 
1. That though we arc thebody of the Commens of England, yet you the true repreſen-v 
tative. ps | | 
2. That though we have not fodelegated the power to you, as to make you the governors} 

lf w_ out elites, yet you are intruth onr Procurators, te ſpcake and at for us in the great 
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"7 3. Thatinright we enght to have acecefſe tothoſe whom we have thus choſen, and te the 
3 ap Hauſe, and in all cauſcs to impart our defires unto you, and maintaine what you dee 
4: Thatby involving our votes in yours, we make youthe repreſentative body. 

5. That we never can beleeve that you ſhould ſeeke to imbarke us all ta a Civill Warre, te 
* the deſtruction of us and our poſterities. - 
6. Much lefſe to thinke that by any your votes ye would or could draw us into any Att of 
 Ciſloyalty or diſobedience agaiaſt our naturall liege Lord, to whom by the Lawes of God and 
man, wedoe owe and will pay all allegianec and fidelity. 

Wherefore we muſt claime this freedome which belongs -unto us as free-borne SubjeRs, 
* and asperſons interefſed in the good and (afety of this Kingdome 1n your proceedings, that 
ye will ſpeedily take thoſe things into your wiſe and Religious Conſideration, which belong | 
' COOur peace, and whichyou ont of the deepe ſenſe of our preſent miſcries, and of the appa+ | tra 


rent ruine of us all (if not timely prevented ) daenow offer unto you. eo 
None of which are any new fancies, or dreames of diſtempered braines, but ſuch as have | Y© 
their grounds upen apparent truth, and a cleere evidence. {01 


For firſt we doe profeſſe to all the world that we finde you reſolved with your lives and || 8: 
fortunes te maintaine the true Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed by the Lawes 10 this Church of 
England. To maintaine our well {etled government under a Monarchy , according to the 
knowne Lawes of this Land. To maintaine the juſt liberty of our pe: ſons, and property of our 
Sſtates, according to the rule of thole Lawes.To maintaine the juſt prviledges of Parliament, 
without which our Lawes can hardly be continued. 

' Andin the aſſerting oftheſe, you may beleeve you have the concurrence of all true Prote- ſo 
Rants, for fuch have beene their daily Proteſtations from time to time. a | 
 Andfor the Kings Majcities opinion herein, he hath by many declarations, folemne prote- 
Rations, and religious vowes, before God and man, declared himſelfe fo fully and ſoreely, | tt 
| that it 1$ his unchangable Reſolution to live and dy 10 the maintainance of 4l thete; that wee | w 
hold our ſelves bounden in reverence to his perfon,and in Chriſtianity, to beleeve that he will 
Faithfully perform his word with his people. | ft: 
| And we have this further affurance therof, in that he hath deſcended ſo low from his Threne, | of 
aS to acknowledge ſome errours which have Qlipt him in his by-paſt gorernment, andto un- 
gertake not to give way tothe like hereafter. I fo 
We wiſh with all our hearts, that thoſe 1ll connſeflonrs about him, would with the ſame in- 
genuity acknowledge their errours alſo, and amend them :. ſo might we ſoone (by Gods-bleſe | K 
king ) bave our peace reſtored again, ard by your induſtries made a happy Nation. 
Let us thencleerely and freely expreſſe in what things we finde ves gricved, which | 
have beene followed by ill affc&ed people with great cagernefſe.. i 

The particulars are theſe, a 

. I» That under the colour of. advancingthe true Proteſtant Religion, Incouragement is || Þ 
zIven to Papiſts, and all maner of Series, which multiply in every corner ; which muſt be. 
reformed, or our true Religion is loſt,” | | 
% Vader the pretence ofhatred of Sehiſm?, (which we alſo deteſt )-the very overthrow 
of Proteſtant, Religion is ſought : but let the Lawes againſt Papiſts and ScRaries (the twe e- 
xtreames) be putin due execution, we ſhall thanke you for it. 

"3> Under the colour of Eccleſiaſticall Orders Che deſtruction of the Law ) no heynous 
arines ,.inquitpple by Law, as Adultery,, Inceſt, &c.. are. puniſhed, ; No-Popery or. Schifne 
keformed-:,No:Church ſctled, or Region eſtabliſht. | E 
. 4. We conceivethat there can be no reforming of the Church gevernment , except yes 
ALE aVay the :unction, and very: being a. Prelats andtheir Alitants, the Deaus and Chap- ,Þ/. 
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ters, ſo to ere& able-and Religions learned men, ed the ecnrasyatnonts of Geds people 2: Ty: 
the name af God let the abuſes be taken away , but not the goed uſes alſo. 
-- 5. For the reQifying of matters amiſſe in Chareh Diſcipline, and ſome things in Do&rine | 
alfo, (as is intended) an Afſembly of Divines is pr dedte be convocated and conſulted 
e | with, the matter is right, and we pray God to perteQ'it, ſo that we may not loſe the benefic 
of the ſubſtance for the errours inthe circumſtance; which is, That in this Convocation the 
f | Divines are nominated by you who can beſt judge of their alylities (which is the legall way} 
d | thegreateſt part of thoſe who are named,are knowne to be perſons well diſpoſed to the yeace 
of the Church, and haters of Popery and Innovation , you your ſelves ( being the highelh | 
p, | Court) are to be the only Judges of what ſhall be propounded , and what determined ; thy 
t | Divines but your aſſiſtants : And we ſhall be happy if this may be a perpetuall Synod. 
g | .6. Under the colour of freedome of preaching,feditious Sermons are preached daily , whe 
+ | traduce the Kings ſacred Perſon, flander His high Court of Parliament, and in exprefle terms 
encourage the maintaining and continuing of thisunnaturall and unchriſtian civill War, and | 
e | yet noneare puniſhed for it, which makes us feare that thisis , and long hath beene made by 
ſome tobe the principall engine to kindle this fire of hell,to the juſt ſcandall of all good men,. 
d | aid (lander of our Religion, this dorine comming lo cloſe to that of the Jeſuites. 4 
f 7. And divers wottby , learned and painfull, Preachers have beene ſcandalized for delives 
e | ring their conſcience freely and religiouſly,and preaching obedience to their Soveraign King,. 
r | andthe high Court of Parliament. Theſe things we obſerve unto you, astending mainly a« | 
g4la(t the maintaining and propagation of the true Proteltant Religion. ) 
Touching that part which concerneththe maintaining of the Laws, we ſhall obſerve al(s. | 
- | ſomethings unto you, whertin the praQiſe of malignants difers much from their profeſſians : ! 
a prepoſterous way to perſwade us, or any ether by-ſtanders. — 
a I. They preſume to withdraw the King from his great Councel), and toraiſe a war againſt 
, | them, none eyer yet daring to aſſume ts themſelves ſuch power , nor did former ages dare te- 
> | undertake avy (uch thing, but they.. 
| 2. They make their owne w:U| to be as Laws, and compell them to be obſerved, and with a. ; 
rricer hand to pluwider and pillage the Kings Subjects, but have not ,.nor ever had the force | 
of Lawcs untull violence forced ir, 
k 3.. Ard for their owne obſcrvation ofthe Lawes of the Land, they take themſelves to be | 
| fo farre above the reach of them,. that by their violence they will admit-of no Law or Juſtice, 
. 4: They force the Conmiſſion..of Aray.into ſuch hands as they. pleaſe, and thus withont the 
- | King and. Parliament, | 
5. They. poſſefle themſelves of the Navy Royall, and appoint Admiralls and other Officers | 
| | by Sea, without the King and Parliament, and uſe thoſe Ships againſt them. 
6. They take the Caltles, forts and Ports, the places of greateſt-ſtrength inthe. Kingdome, . | 
and keep them againſt the King and Parliament ,. and theſe three laſt a&ions appeare to us to, | 
havebeene done by yh. for | | 
» The pretence at firit was for the preſervation of the Kings Perfon from the confſpiracies.. 
ofthe City of London; but when none appeared in many monthes, ( and we now beleexe | 
none ſuchintruth ever were) a warre for the King againlt the Parliament, was raiſed for the | 
preſervation of theKing, _ | 
$. Andthoſe whorefuſe to joyne 1n this warre withthem or to contribute unto it,. with: | 
| givingor lending ofamoney, horſe, armes, 8&c: they have pillaged, plundred and flaine many | 
ofthem; andalthough we ſee not how it can be lefle then Treaſon againk the King and Par» | 
lament to Joyne With them therein. | = 
9. Butto all thoſe who are Copmanders pf Officers of their Army 4. they gire large 
ne Jaomoman I | . ns} 
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Hl cven profuſe entertainmonts ant tWWids bur 8k dE <0 Tore Countries purfogwls give” 
them little thankes for it. Thus much may- ſuffice te give « taſte hoy the Laws are, and are - 
likely to be maintained in the courſe we are neW 10. | EK” 

I And for the liberty of out perſons ; and Propriety of ar Eſtates, we hall ſay 2 little in the 

exe place, and by a few particulars judge what we may hope for therein. - 
© T. They waſtethe Kings Treaſure, and reb and ſpoile —_— andrevenuc, and all cheſe 
for his owne ſcrvicg; and if any attend hisParkiament, or aſt them, they are condemned Re- 
bells and Traitors. | LA ; 
"They h perſwadc our brethren ef Scotland to joyne 
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2. They have by meflages endeavoured to pe 
with them intheir unnaturall war againft the Parliament, | TED ; 

3. They.condemne the Rebels in Ireland (and that very juſtly) for their horrid rebellion 
there, and yet themſclves doe greater,and mare horrid aQts of barvarous hoſtility in England, 
and when they have been charged with it , they would excuſe it by ſaying,” that it was net 
their fault, but the fault of the Parliament, that they went themſclvesin perſon inte the bat- 
tell, which they did with that magnamity and courage, as will adde to their honour, and their 
encemics ſhame whilſt the world endureth. Thus their aftions 1s become odious te God and 
Man, and their excule for it ridiculous. ; 

'*4. Andas if they bad ſhaken of all ſubje&ion,and themſelves become a State independant, 
they have treated by their Agents with forreigne States -: ſuch an uſurpation a8 was never yot 
attempted in this Kingdome. . : RR ny £ 
*- 5. They cauſe their owne fallacies tobe printed : But any thing which may truly informe 
anddifabuſe the people, they deride and ſcorne. | I 

>- 6, Thataid which ſhould'be diſpatched for Ireland to reduce the Rebells there, they have 
from time to time diverted,by maintaining this unnaturall war in England,ſo they doe viſibly 
Joſe the Kingdome of Ireland , that they may be the better enabled to loſe the Kingdome of 
England alſo. | 

1 #. They haveſhewed themiclves adverſe from peace, leſt by a free treaty a peace might en- 
ſhe, and their hopes be blaſted, 

| - Abd le the ſabjet ſhould be brought ts raine by this gnnaturall war,theſe things ye have 
Fdone for the Kingdome, | 

+ "1. Ye have made an Ordinance that the twentieth part of mens eftates muſt be paid te- 
-wardsthe defence of the Kingdome herein, and ye appoint thoſe who' ſhall value that twen- 
tieth part , ye take not the tenth part, of the one halfe, or more, as the Cavaliers have done; 
rand for the levying of it, ye ordaine your ColleQors ſhall diſtraine for the ſum aſſeſſed,” and 
ſell the diſtrefle ; the perſons of theſe notable offcuders are to be impriſoned, whereby great 
malignants are knowne. | | 


-* 2. Butlelt this ſhould not have the colour of Law ſufficient, ye have ſufficiently cleared it 
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-F : 6. Andothers ye haverelieved the jift wants of i fie Proteftant ſubjeAs, and God bepri {" 


kd, ' the way is0pen to petition to himin heaven, and he will keare us in kis good time fors 
"Taft, for year priviledges of Parliament. | | | 
- 7. Firft, we onght not indeed to diſpute them, ye alone are the Judges of them, in fer- 
mer ages thoſe have not bocne jadged by ary : yeare the proper Judges, and of the eleions 
ef your Members, &c. \ | loans 4 
- 2. Yettheſe we conceiveare to be this confined, that every Member.of your Houſe hath; 
 andovght to have free liberty todeliver his opinion upon any emergent occalion, and.net be 
8ommitted as ſome have been for ſpeaking freely againſt the ſenſe of evill Connſell, | 
3- The priviledges of your Houſe were not in former times excepted againſt or queſtio- 
ned, and we know that no Member of the Houſe , nor any others imployed by you ſhould bee 
guetioned but in Parliament,orat leaſt by leave of the Houle. | Se 4 

" & Yethe Committees, Members of your Heuſe, what thoſe few conclude upon, is ſunma- 
rily reported to the Houfe, and that nottaken upon truſt by an implicite faith of all the reſtzbur 
there againe examined. Fr _— 
5. None of the preſent Members of your Houſe have had their cleions juſtly queſtioned, 

but if they incline not to thoſe poſitions which malignantslay down to themſelves to uphold, 
and continue war againft the Parliament, they offer them abuſes umſupportable. 0 

' 6. Whena matter of importance hath beene in debate in the high Court of Parliament you 
have procceded 1n it with reat wifdome and-gravity_, notwithſtanding the miſchievous plots 
ef malignants. YT. | yh 
We doebeleeve ye have many juſt priviledges for the freedome of your perſons for frees 
dome of ſpecch, we belceve that y2 ſeek no priviledge to take the Scepter into your hands, te 
levic war againft your King, and to compeli others to joyne with youn ſo execrable an at}, 
but to bring Papiſts and Delinquents to the bar of juſtice. We wiſh from our hearts that 
theſe Obſervations were but fables and fitions, (as we have met with many fromillaffeaed 
people to amuſe us) but they are all undeniably true ; our-conditions therefore are molt rhifl 
rable, when thus in ſtead of maintaining the true Proteſtant Religion, the Lawes of the Lanc 

| the juſt Priviledges of Parliament, they are all of them radically and fundamentally deſtroyed 
| and that by a company of Papiſts, and Popiſhly affefed malignants, whoſe duties and profeſs 


ons are daily tothe contrary : and if any thing can be added to our miſery, it is this that wee 
cannot ſee through the time , when this intolerable yoke of ſlavery which they. pat upan.ouwr 
fellow ſabjes,ſhall have an end, ſecing by theart of a few,they have cothiived plot wher- 
by they have perfidiouſly over-reached the King and Parliament , to make this preſent Parlia- 
ment to.be overthrowne, that ſo an arbitrary power and tyranny over the Kingdome, might 
be perpetuated. ww 
Yet onething more may be added to our unhappineſſe. W 
Fiiſſe felices, We were lately a happy people , and are now on a ſuddenreduced to ſack; 
depth of unhappineſle, that we are made a ſpeQaclets the whole world, and the very objed 
of their ſeorre : For, . I | 3 
We are-(before we are aware) caft into a Warre, a civill Warre, an irreligious-and b 
barons war again the King and Parliament. - 
We are put into an incvitable way of poverty. 
We being waſted in all quarters and corners of the Kingdome one by anotfer. -- | 
By loſing our commerce at home, it being intercepted by the Armues, and almeft no det 
1d,@0C | eipecially-by malignants.and ill coundell. - LSE. 
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